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purpose, too high praise can hardly be accorded to it. It is, indeed 
a "primer" with all a primer's defects and merits ; a text of so great 
skill in presentation that it may be trusted pretty nearly to teach 
itself ; of surpassing snap and go ; of perfect mastery in all the 
technique of exposition ; of consistent actuality and concreteness 
of method ; of interest almost rivaling a story-book. 

The question, however, remains whether for disciplinary pur- 
poses and for the higher ends of teaching Mr. Dawson's The 
Business of Life Insurance may not offer the greater sum of 
advantages. With this last book there will, at all events, be some- 
thing for the instructor to do; there are difficulties in it — problems 
of theory, issues of fact and of reasoning, original and far-reaching 
views upon problems of internal administration, or of economic 
bearing, government supervision, public ownership, and the like — 
the opportunity and the necessity for thought, for discussion, and 
for disagreement. In short, precisely because the book is more than 
a text, it is for textbook purposes better than a text. A good 
example of all this is the author's discussion of "When is new 
business profitable?" — in regard to which it may, by the way, be 
said that, in this reviewer's opinion, the doctrine is wrong. 

H. J. Davenporrt. 
University of Chicago. 
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